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Govt to unveil sops for knitwear sector soon: Textiles Minister
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The Union Textiles Minister, Smriti Irani Monday informed that her
ministry is planning to unveil a package for the knitwear sector, which is
grappling with enormous financial stress due to lack of automation
leading to much lower productivity than countries like China.

"We will announce a big package for the knitwear industry which is
facing several challenges in the next one month or so," Irani told media
while addressing a press conference on the achievements of the Ministry
during 3 years of NDA Government in New Delhi.

While explaining the achievement of NDA government on completing
three years in centre, she told media that the government in June 2016 l
had approved a Rs 6,006 crore special package for textiles and apparel

sector that will create one crore new jobs in 3 years, attracting
investments of USD 11 billion and generating USD 30 billion in exports.
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The minister informed that funds to the tune of over Rs 1,900 crore Textiles Minister

have been given to the apparel industry under the rebate of state levies
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Besides, she said under the Pradhan Mantri Paridhan Rozgar Protsahan

Yojana, over 1.4 lakh workers have registered themselves for provident
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However, Irani did not provide a timeline for the unveiling of the much-

awaited new National Textiles Policy.

The country's overall textiles and garments exports during 2015-16 stood at USD 40 billion, mainly because of less
demand in major markets such as the US, EU and China, and stiff competition it faced from countries like Vietnam
and Bangladesh, which enjoy an edge over India.

Listing out "achievements" of the BJP-led central government, she said people who had benefitted from various
schemes were experiencing 'achhe din' (good days).

Irani said the Narendra Modi government has given the people an opportunity to participate in policy-making by
sending in their suggestions directly to the Prime Minister.

"If you ask those who have taken part in policy-making, they will say 'achhe din' have come. This government cares
for the citizens' betterment," she said.

"There were two crore women working in smoke-filled kitchens. They got cooking gas connections. If you ask them,
they will tell you their 'achhe din' have come," she said.

"There are seven crore persons who got money for business under the Mudra Yojana. If you ask them, they will say
'‘achhe din' have come," the Minister added.

Irani lauded Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his government for the surgical strikes in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
last year and approaching the International Court of Justice in the Kulbhushan Jadhav case.

"Today, at least, there is a Prime Minister who is decisive," she said and denied the charge that Modi runs a "one-man
show". "It is unfair," Irani said.
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